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The cattle population in May/June 1990 
In the results of the cattle surveys in May/June of this year there is no uniform trend in the 
cattle population of the individual Member States. Whereas in Germany, Greece, Spain, Italy 
and Portugal the general population decreased from the previous year's figures, in the other 
Member States - apart from Belgium, for which the results are not yet available - there was an 
increase. The biggest changes were in Spain with -6% and the Netherlands with +3.2%. 
Since the French agricultural holdings register is being updated, it is not possible to compare 
the French results with those for the previous year. France plans to convert the previous 
year's figures in the near future, on the basis of the 1989 December survey. 
In absolute figures France, with 22 096 000 head, has the greatest number of cattle in the 
Community. Even the unification of Germany, which, with the addition of 5 776 000 head 
from the former GDR, would have had an estimated 20 439 000 head, will not alter that. 
Furthermore, in the near future there will be a sharp fall in the number of cattle in the former 
GDR. The main reasons for this are the introduction of milk quotas, the current 
unprofitablility of many large holdings, and environmental problems. 
* For private holdings and "other" the results of the December 1989 survey were used. 
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Cattle population in the former GDR (in 1 OOOhead) in agricultural cooperatives (including 
grouped cooperatives and combined holdings), and collective farms. 
Total cattle 




of which cattle for fattening 703 

















Note: The number of privately-owned animals and "other" was 236 000 head in the December 1989 survey, i.e. 
4.1% of the total cattle population. 
Because of the absence of the Belgian figures and the updating of the French agricultural 
holdings register, it is, unfortunately, impossible to determine the cattle population trend in 
EUR-12 as a whole. 
The numbers of dairy cows, in all Member States for which figures are available, are down. 
One reason for this is the reduction in milk surpluses in some Member States, and another is 
the continuing increase in milk productivity and fat content. This latter factor enables the 
farmer to fulfil his quota with fewer animals. 
In contrast to dairy cows, there is a high growth rate in the category "other cows 2 years old 
and over" in Denmark (+20.8%), Germany (+18.0%), Ireland (+11.9%) and Luxembourg 
(+12.7%). This reflects the restrictive milk market organization in the individual Member 
States, and the efforts of the farmers to find alternative sources of income. This trend has had 
an extra boost from the suckler cow premium paid by the Community. 
Beef and veal market 
The beef and veal market are in a greater state of fluctuation. Both producers and consumers 
are responsible for this. The individual factors are the dry weather this year, which has 
produced less fodder, the warm weather, which has discouraged consumption, the disease in 
British cattle (BSE), which has reduced both consumption in the United Kingdom and exports 
to non-Community countries, particularly in the Middle East, the illegal use of growth 
promoters, the Gulf crisis, which has ended the export of beef and veal to Iraq and Kuwait, 
and the unification of Germany, the prospect of which had already increased the supply of 
beef and veal in a number of Member States. 
* For the reasons given above the rate of change in France is not examined in any further detail. 
A slight improvement in the beef and veal market situation is expected because of exports to 
the USSR. 
Under current legislation a suckler cow premium for small-scale milk producers was 
introduced. The export refund was increased for exports to the Middle East. 
Gross indigenous production 
The data from the Member States confirm the increase in gross indigenous production (in 
terms of head of cattle) which was forecast for the European Community in 1990 on the basis 
of last year's December survey. The preliminary forecast of the number of animals is being 
corrected upwards. In particular, in the important producer countries such as Spain (+8.7%) 
and Italy (+8.8%) increased gross indigenous production is expected, while the increase 
forecast by Ireland last year in gross indigenous production for 1990 may be regarded as 
certain to materialize at around 14%. This high rate of growth is the consequence of the sharp 
increase in gross indigenous production in the first half of the year (+30.2%). 
The forecast increase of 148 000 head in Spain's gross indigenous production for 1990 may be 
attributed, inter alia, to the reduction in the cattle population by 317 000 head following the 
dry weather, i.e. the improved market performance was achieved at the cost of a loss in 
"substance". This is also the case, but to a lesser extent, in Germany, Greece, Ireland and 
Portugal. 
Trends in the former GDR have been ignored in all assessments hitherto. The figures for 
Germany should therefore be regarded with due caution, since even in the period leading up to 
the unification of Germany a greater number of animals came onto the common market of the 
European Community from the former GDR. 
For 1991 a decrease of some 81 000 head in gross indigenous production compared with 1990 
is forecast for the European Community minus Belgium. The greatest reduction is in calves 
(approximately 51 000 or 63%), while for adult animals a reduction of only 30 000 head is 
forecast. In view of this the market for beef and veal is unlikely to grow easier. In addition, 
there is a degree of uncertainty over production trends in the former GDR. 
The greatest rates of change (91/90), but in opposite directions, are in Italy (-5.7%) and 
Ireland (+6.3%). In addition, an increase in gross indigenous production is expected in 
Greece (+1.6%), France (+0.9%), the Netherlands (+0.8%) and the United Kingdom 
(+2.5%). 
Further information may be obtained from Mr E. Detje 
Tel. (352) 4301 4503 - fax (352) 4301 3370 
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GESCHÄTZTE ANGABE -: NICHT VERFUEGBAR 












































































































































!) Diese Ergebnisse dürfen nicht mit den vorhergehenden 
Erhebungen verglichen werden. 
!) The results should not be compared with the 
previous surveys. 
!) Ces résultats ne doivent pas être comparés aux enquêtes 
précédentes. 
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: DONNEE NON DISPONIBLE 
!) Diese Ergebnisse dürfen nicht mit den vorhergehenden 
Erhebungen verglichen werden. 
I) The results should not be compared with the 
previous surveys. 
!) Ces résultats ne doivent pas être comparés aux enquêtes 
précédentes. 
eurostat m 
GROSS INDIGENOUS PRODUCTION OF CATTLE PRODUCTION INDIGENE BRUTE DE BOVINS 
12.11.1990 [7] 
1000 HEAD 



























































1-6 12101* 13255* 
7-12 13317* 14509* 







































































































































































































1-6 9168* 10288* 345* 395 2401 116* 908* 2370* 695 767* 16* 515* 212 1548 
7-12 10264* 11413* 369* 384* 2555* 131* 924* 2617* 1043* 880* 15* 515* 225* 1755* 














































1-6 3.6* 4.4* 1.8* -1.2 3.2 0.9* 19.2* -0.9* 30.1 21.9* 40.0* 0.9* -13.1 -2.9 
7-12 3.8* 3.9* 5.6* -3.4* 4.0* 14.6* 8.6* 3.4* 4.7* 6.6* 37.0* 4.8* -11.1* 2.5* 







































































































































































































































* DATA PROVISIONAL OR ESTIMATED 
* VORLAUF IGE ODER GESCHÄTZTE ANGABE -: UNVERFUEGBAR 
UNAVAILABLE * DONNEE PROVISOIRE OU ESTIMEE -: DONNEE NON DISPONIBLE 
eurostat m 
GROSS INDIGENOUS PRODUCTION OF CATTLE 
1000 HEAD 
12.11.1990 [7] 
PRODUCTION INDIGENE BRUTE DE BOVINS 
1000 TETES 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































147 212 1151 79 448 998* 228 265* 6 
154 194 1256 77 500 1171* 647 516* 5 





























































































































































































* DATA PROVISIONAL OR ESTIMATED 
* VORLAUFIGE ODER GESCHÄTZTE ANGABE -: UNVERFUEGBAR 
UNAVAILABLE * DONNEE PROVISOIRE OU ESTIMEE -: DONNEE NON DISPONIBLE 

